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ATTENTION

YOLINTEERS

All persons ll(‘Sll'llllS 0f JOlllill

a VOLUN'I‘ COMPANY to protect the Union of the
United State are invited to meet in

FRANKLIN HALL,
~ Un FRIDAY EVENING NEXT,

AT 7 1:2 O’CLOCK.

J. P. RICHARDSON.

ﬁmﬂnﬂn’m mm»y 17, 1861.

CAMBRIDGE , M ASSACHUSETTS
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On April 15, 1861, when President Lincoln called for volunteers following
the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter, Cambridge was ready. In
January, James Richardson, a lawyer in Central Square, had organized a
company of local men for the looming conflict.

| had to endure a fire of raillery and sarcasm, from nearly every -
one | met. ... Squibs were published in the local paper making

fun of my warlike preparations and every would -be wit seemed
to think it the best joke of the day.

But Richardson had t he backing of Governor John Andrew and when the
call came his 97 men would become Company C, 3 " Regiment,
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia.

The night of April 16 ™ was chill and stormy, and Richardson was waiting
impatiently in his law office when:

jppi

A tall man, in a rubber overcoat an

with rain, came in. . . . He took an official -looking paper from his

pocket and handed it to me. . . . It was an order from the Governor to appear forthwith . . . with my

company for servi c e . Hol ding it above my head, |l shouted, OHere it is

get a horse apiece and notify every member of the company to be here at my office by daylight
tomorrow morning.®o

The company marched to the State House on the morning of the 17", becoming the first Massachusetts unit
mustered into service. The men boarded a steamer in Boston Harbor, and, a day later, were headed for

Fortress Monroe in Virginia, where they served a three  -month enlistment. Returning to Boston, the compan y
was mustered out, and most of its members joined newly formed regiments.

|l mage: James P. Ri chardson in his captainds wuni f or mryiEighthl 86 1. Courtesy
Massachusett s, OProegdingsiofche @ambridge HistdjsakHIBaies/ ,
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Atlas Details

This detail from an 1873 Cambridge atlas
shows sites related to Richardson and the
mustering of the Civil War company.

Both the | awyerodos off
Hall, where the volunteers were invited

to meet, were in the building owned by R.
Lamson (outlined in orange; now 559 -563
Massachusetts Avenue). The company
drill ed in Washington
Block (in blue; now 571 Mass. Ave.). In

1861, the livery stable in the cen ter of the
block (in purple) was owned by James

Pike (and entered via the narrow passage

at the red arrow).

Main Street was later renamed
Massachusetts Avenue, and Austin
Street became Bishop Allen Drive.
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CiviL WAR HISTORY IN CENTRAL SQUARE

This 1907 photograph shows the brick Lamson Block at the  right , which housed both the office of attorney James
Richardson and Franklin Hall, where his recruits = gathered in mid -January 1861 (when the building was only two
stories tall). The four story, white -faced building at the left replaced the earlier brick Wo o d 6 s \Wgashingtdn;
Hall, where Company C drilled in the months before itwascalledup , was probably above Bird:
the t wo brick buildings is the passagethatled toPi keds stable (note the sign adver:

Image: 55575 Massachusetts Avenue (north side), March 25, 1907. BostonRadvwateCollection, Cambridge Historical Commission



Central Square Details

On the night of April 16 t, Richardson excitedly
orderedafewmen t o 0go down to Pik
8 [ and] get a horse apiece. 6 Pi
=8 at left ), in the area behind Lamsonand Wo o d 6 s

blocks. The 1907 photograph looks west toward

Essex Streetii the photographer was standing
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The photo at right offers a nother view of the Lamson Block, A =
the brick building on the left. The Paradise, at the corner of Ty _— il )
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Massachusetts Avenue and Norfolk Street, was a vaudeville & e Tl #r 1'; W - 4
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These two photographs, as well as the one on the preceding Mmg— oA
page, were taken in 1907 by the Boston Elevated Railway 3 ] :
Company to document buildings along the planned route of
the new subway from Park Street to Harvard Square

(todayds Red Line).

Images: Left: Whitney Court looking toward Essex Street, March 2Rjdgl8034563 Mass. Ave., March 25, 1907
Both: Boston Elevated Railway Collect@ambridge Historical Commission



THE MENOF COMPANY C

James Richardson was known as a ofire buff, 6 and many

of the firefighters stationed at the Engine No. 2 firehouse

(787-789 Main Street, here at left) were among the first to

join his o0company to protect the Union. 6 The firehouse,
built in 1852, was designated a City Landmark in 1989. It

now houses the Christian Mission Holiness Church.

Image: Union No. 2 Engittouse, 78789 Main Street (at left), photo 1894.
Courtesy Christian Mission Holiness Church, Cambridge Historical Commission

Place of birth Residence at Enlistment Age at Enlistment
Cambridge 20 Cambridge 69 0-19 25
Boston 16 (lower Cambridgeport 22) 20-29 63
Massachusetts 11 Boston 8 30 + 3
New England 18 Massachusetts 8 Unknown 6
Canada 8 Unknown 12
Ireland 8 Casualties
England & Leading Occupations Killed in action 6

Scotland 7 Printer, bookbinder 21 Died of wounds and
Other US 3 Clerk 11 disease 6
Unknown 6 Carpenter 7
Cigar -maker 5 None of the men died during
Heigh t Farmer 3 their initial deployment with
66 + 8 Soap-maker 2 Company C.
506661106 55 Professional 3
560656 28 (lawyer, physician, police officer)

Unknown 6



